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Ministry Update:

This summer at Great Oaks Camp there will be around 200 urban youth children attending camp. Just as Jesus brought His Good News to many,
so too will we be sharing the Gospel with hundreds of children this summer.  We are able to preach to the crowds, so to speak, in this critical
season.  As Jesus also believed, we believe that discipleship is of utmost importance.  Jesus spoke to crowds but spent most of His time with
His 12 disciples. Jesus took journeys with them, ate with them, conversed with them, stayed with them, and most importantly trained them. Jesus
“did life” with his disciples for 3 years during his public ministry.  At Great
Oaks, we view our follow-up clubs in very much the same way.  We would
love to “do life” with kids who have made decisions to follow Jesus. In the
Great Commission at the end of Matthew’s Gospel, we are called to make
disciples of all nations, not converts.  It is not our intention to simply make
converts to Christianity. We desire kids who are sold out for Jesus desiring
to grow and become part of a local church.

With the use of after-school clubs, retreats, time, and church partnerships,
we hope to invest in the lives of children from Peoria who want to grow in
their walk with the Lord.  Too often in ministry we can focus much on bucks
and buildings, while forgetting that ministry, at its core, is about people and
relationships. It will be vital in the months after camp to train volunteers
who are willing to pour into the lives of kids.  For many of us, reaching out
to a child from a different culture or background is scary.  However, kids
need positive role models in the faith, they need time, love and attention.
Do you know anyone who may be interested in volunteering with us this fall?  If they love Jesus, and are breathing, please send them our way.
We would love to get them started in a life changing relationship with a young man or woman. If you, your church, or someone you know is
interested in ministering with us, volunteering at an after-school club is an excellent place to start.  I suspect it is not only the lives of the
children who will be impacted, but yours as well. Please keep this vital component of Great Oaks in prayer.

Camper Sponsor:

Help us spread the gospel of Jesus Christ!!

This summer we plan on hosting 200 inner city youth. Of the 200 youth that attend camp, 198 will do so for free. It
costs us 225 dollars a child. However, we are committed to
paying 50 dollars from the general fund per child. Can you
help us cover the additional 175 dollars? If you feel God
leading you to be a part of this ministry, we would love your
help! We understand that not everyone can sponsor a
camper, but everyone can pray for the campers.  Please
partner with us in spreading the gospel to the inner city
children of Peoria.

“Camping with a Purpose”
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